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Article
Sampford Peverell, - The annual meeting for the distribution of prizes in connection with the East Devon County School was held on Thursday, under the presidency of Colonel Ackland. Considerable gloom was thrown over the proceedings in consequence of a distressing domestic bereavement which had befallen the chief promoter of the school, The Rev. C.S. Bere, in the death of his sister, whose estimable character and charitable disposition had endeared her to all classes in the neighbourhood of Uplowman, had expired early that morning after a very short illness. As all the arrangements had been completed , the meeting could not well have been postponed. An excellent dinner was provided in the spacious schoolroom, the walls of which were tastefully decorated, the mottoes, “Ora et Labora” and “Bear and Forebear” being conspicuous. After the repast, the Chairman alluded in feeling terms to the painful event which had deprived the meeting of the presence of Rev. C.S. Bere, to whose exertions he remarked, the Establishment and prosperity of the school was mainly to be attributed. Having expressed the sympathy of all present with Mr. Bere, under his great and sudden bereavement, he then gave the usual loyal toast. In proposing the “Bishop and Clergy of the Diocese”, the Chairman adverted to the growing opinion in the country that, in one way or another, education must be connected with conscientious convictions in religion.. The religious difficulties, as they were called, were likely to disappear under the fairness and mutual respect for each other’s convictions displayed by Englishmen. The national church deserved respect for having done so much to promote education in Devonshire.  H e then compliment our venerable diocesan for his efforts in this respect, and comment on the facts was that one of his latest acts was a magnificent donation to found a prize for education in Devonshire. The Rev. G. T. Marker replied on behalf of the Bishop and Clergy. The Chairman next proposed “The Lord Lieutenant and Magistrates of the County,” coupling with the toast the name of W. Walrond Esq., Bradfield, than whom he observed, a more amiable man could not exist, or one more desirous of fulfilling in every respect the duties of a country gentleman, and especially with regard to the furtherance of county schools. Mr. Walrond appropriately acknowledged the compliment, and concluded by proposing, in flattering terms, the health f the Chairman. Colonel Ackland , in returning thanks, proposed “Success to the East Devon  County School” and enlarged upon the general subject of education, particularly combating the notions respecting class education, and urging that the co-operation of the middle classes was essential in carrying out the great work of the education of the poor. After dwelling on the direct advantages of education as a marketable article, he alluded to the three existing classes of education, and in referring to state education, urged the desirability of persons not leaving the work to the state, but putting their own shoulders to the wheel, as was done in Eas6t Devon. Having expressed his belief that the interests of private schools were not injured by the East Devon County School and the West Buckland School, he alluded to the inquiry now being made as to the best way to promote the education of those who depended on the cultivation of the soil. He concluded by coupling with the toast of “Success to the School” the name of the Vice-Chairman, Mr T. Pearce, who suitably responded. The Rev. Prebendary Brereton, in a lengthy speech, then gave the health of the Rev. C. S. Bere, which was drunk with loud applause.
The healths of the masters and committee were also duly honoured.
TH e Chairman presented the prizes as follows: 1st class – First prize for half-year, J.W. Mallett; second Alfred J. Stone;. First prize for examination, J. W. Mallett; second John Wyatt, prize on leaving school for general good conduct, James Norman. 

@nd Class. – First prize for half-year and examination, Thomas Pine; second, ditto ditto, John de Winton. Third prize for examination, Frederick Jarman; honourable mention J. Merson, W. Beck, Cottrell, Branscombe, Sheppard. The meeting then separated.

