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Tiverton, November 25th, 1843

My LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,

Having seen, by Advertisement, that you will proceed in January next, to the appointment of a “RESIDENT MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT,” I am induced to offer myself as a Candidate for the situation, and to solicit the favour of your vote and interest at the ensuing Election.

  I purpose (sic), on the earliest day possible, personally to pay my respects to each Member of Board of Visitors, when I shall feel a satisfaction in answering any inquiries it may be deemed necessary to make relative to my ability to fill the office.
In the mean time allow me to observe that I have been a Medical Practitioner at Sampford Peverell, for nearly twenty years; and during that time, have had the care of the Poor of several Parishes in the Tiverton Union; and, from constant and continued attendance upon them, have had ample opportunities of ascertaining their condition and moral habits. These circumstances., combined with a perfect knowledge (as my Certificates will prove) of the discipline and management of some of the best-conducted Asylums in the Kingdom, will, I flatter myself, ensure your favourable opinion of my competency, in every respect, to undertake the care and treatment of Insane Paupers.

I beg permission to state, that I shall in due course, transmit my numerous Testimonials; and I may, perhaps, be allowed to add, that since my resignation as a General Medical Practitioner, I have taken a Degree in Medicine at a British University; and have both qualified for, and established myself as , a Physician in this Town.

I have the honour to be, My Lords and Gentlemen, Your Most Obedient Servant.

Wm. F. MERSON, M.D.*
*Member of the Royal College of Physicians in London.

  Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in London.

 Fellow of the Linnean Society; and Licentiate of the Apothecaries Company in London
